UTILITY

OF

RELIGION

TT lias sometimes been remarked how much lias been
written, both by friends and enemies, concerning
the truth of religion, and how little, at least in the
way of discussion or controversy, concerning its use-
fulness. This, however, might have been expected;
for the truth, in matters which so deeply aifect us, is
our first concernment. If religion, or any particular
form of it, is true, its usefulness follows without other
proof. If to know authentically in what order of
things, under what government of the universe it is
our destiny to live, were,not useful, it is difficult to
imagine what could be considered so. Whether a
person is in a pleasant or in an unpleasant place, a
palace or a prison, it cannot be otherwise than useful
to him to know where he is. So long, therefore, as
men accepted the teachings of their religion as posi-
tive facts, no more a matter of doubt than their own
existence or the existence of the objects around them*
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